Suntory”
Suntory Hall in ‘Lokyo, Japan, 14 November 2009. US President Obama landed 13 November afternoon in ‘Lokyo, the first stop on his

four-nation Asian tour. Obama is to attend the annual summit of the Asia-Pa

day in Singapore. | aumssrmcromcse

Nuclear weapons were used at the end of World War
T1, yet their non-use defined the Cold War. What role
will they play in the great challenges facing us in the
21st Century?

A growing number of world leaders fear that if the
past decadc’s trends continue, nuclear arms may cat
astrophically disrupt human progress. Flaws in the
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty’s architecture limit
our ability to suppress the pressures that have built
up.

Thosc banned by the treaty from developing nu
clear weapons grow increasingly dissatisfied with the
arrangement. They refuse to accept further restric-
tions on their use of nuclear energy technology while
nuclem'fwe;\pons stat
ment toward their obligation to disarm.

Adding to this pressure is a hooming interest in
nuclear energy that, under the current regime, would
spread materials capable of kick-starting weapons de-
velopment to more countries and could lead to a pro-
liferation chain rcaction. With morc owners of
weapons and fissile materials, some of these may wit-
tingly or unwittingly pas
ists.

Liven as the threat
opportunity to remove nuclear devastation from the
list of threats: Tor the first time since the invention of

ow no good-faith move-

into the hands of terror-

lates, we are in a moment of

the bomb, all major nuclear-armed powers face iden-
tical problems and cnemics, instead of sceing cach
other as potential adversaries in war. This creates the
opportunity to shape a world in which we no longer
need to fear a nuclear attack.

We cannot be hypnotized by the enormity of the
problem and miss this chance. The indefinite exten-
sion of the status quo or an uncertain foray into uni-
lateral disarmament are not serious options. Rather,
al opportunity to ini
coordinated effort at joint reductions and eventual
climination of nuclcar weapons, calibrated to cnsure
that our national security needs continue to be met.

we must use this histori tea

The list of problems facing America and its allies

mes - US President Barack Obama smiles as he delivers a speech on US policy toward Asia and nuclear disarmament at the

¢ Economic Cooperation {APEC) forum later in the

is exceptionally long. Whatever the solutions may be
to climate change, cross-horder epidemics and failed
stutes (to name a few), the
nuclear weapons.

sertainly do not include

On the other hand, nuclear weapons have caused
or worsened some of the most severe problems. The
threat of nuclear terrorism is only p
with over 20,000 nuclear weapons and incomplete
controls on the materials necessary to build them.
Iran and North Korea’s nuclear roguery are not iso-
lated problems caused by particularly difficule
regimes, but early indicators of a proliferation cas-
cade.

The nuclear deterrence doctrine is worse than use-
less in this environment. In a world in which our en-
cmics arc unaccountable dictators with a doubtful
devotion to their citizens'welfare and terrorists with-

ible in a world

out a return address, the threat of inflicting mass
civilian casualties in response to an attack is neither
practical nor moral, nor is it likely to prove effective
in preventing nuclear war. The only problem solved
by nuclear weapons is the one they cause, which is
why every nuclear-capable state must be involved in
an agreement to zero. Nearly all the major compo-

nents of nueclear disarmament, which we describe in

our recent book, Elements of a Nuclear Di
Treaty, can he based on diplomatic
precedent, and safely and fully implemented by 2035
to 2045 — 100 ycars after a nuclear weapon first det
onated in warfare. The only true obstacle is political
will.

The terrain between today and zero will be difficult
to navigate. But what would it say about our moral-
ity, our politics, and our sanity if we reach the Hi-
roshima bombing centennial with one or two dozen

sArmanent

and technological

new nuclear-armed states?

T'he author is a researcher at the Washington-
bascd Stimson Center and the co-ceditor, with Barry
Blechman, of Elements
Treaty.
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speaking Rotary Club in the Capital of Europe. Expatri
ates interested in enlarging their business circle and
cnjoying camaraderic with Brusscls-based professionals
(Belgians and other nationalities) are welcome to join Ro-
tary Club Brussels Cantersteen

Of the estimated twenty Rotary clubs in Brussels, only two
are Dutchspeaking and none are English-speaking. Char-
tered in 2001, Rotary Club Brussels Cantersteen has de-
cided to evolve into a Dutch/English-speaking club and
serve the international community of Brussels.

While living and working in Brusscls, the members of the
local RC Brussels Cantersteen want to open their club to
the large English-speaking international community pres-
ent in the capital of Europe. “In a world where tolerance
and respect for other views and cultures is more at risk than
cver, RC Brussel Cantersteen has decided, with cnormous
enthusiasm, to welcome members of the international and

expat community”, says Dominique Blommaert, President
of Rotary Club Brussels Cantersteen and professionally ac-
tive as a Lawyer and Partner at law firm Janson Baugniet.
“We firmly belicve that with our local Flemish culture,
combined with an open mind and positive attitude, open-
ing membership to the international community of Brussels
will strengthen and enrich our club. We want to be the first
in offering English-speaking professionals the opportuni-
tics offered by a membership in a Rotary Club”, adds Do

minique Blommaert.

Rotary Club Brussels Cantersteen is a young (average age
47 years), dynamic, open-minded club consisting of pro-

fessional and business leaders of the wider Brussels com-

munity. “We strive for a high standard of quality and
integrity, while possessing a flexibility of attitude and mind.
We enjoy a good ambiance, in all respects”, says Leo Ver-
bruggen, Chairman of the Club Affairs Committee and
Former Executive Secretary NATO.

“We arc a group of friends ready to sharc our idcas, goals
and way of life with members of the international commu-
nity who share those same principles. We offer them and
their family an integration platform in Brussels and Bel-
gium and a link to the Dutch-speaking communiry™.
Rotary is a world-wide organization of 1.2 million business
and professional leaders, founded in 1905 by a Chicago at-
torney, Paul Ilarris. ach club is both connected with the
world through Rotary International and embedded in the
local community.




